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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the c rresp ndence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. *fnot included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-SS) or other appropriate communicaton w.l be mailed in due cou^e^ ™ IS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the election filed 21 April 2003. 

2. S The allowed claim{s) is/are 1-4 and 8-31 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 09 October 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to ^'^^ reply co^^^^^ 

below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing con-ection filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the top margin (not the back) 
of each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

9 □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be subnnitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the CLAIMS: 

^ ^ ^ 

Claim 1 . line 9. "Continuing" has been deleted and -continuing— has been 

inserted. \ 

Claim 1 . lines 13, 17. 22, "." has been deleted and -;- has been inserted. 

Applicant's election of group I in Paper No. 6 is acknowledged. Because 
applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 

(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 5- 
7. 32-35 to an invention non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 5-7, 32-35 
have been cancelled. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
it is deemed novel and unobvious over the prior art of record to perform an in- 
mold coating process as claimed wherein prior to molding the coating, the base work- 
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piece is molded using two injection pressures including injecting a thermoplastic 
material into a mold cavity under high pressure until about 75% of the cavity is filled, 
and continuing injecting using an injection back pressure that is lower than the injection 
high pressure, until the cavity is 99% filled, maintaining the material under a hold 
pressure that is less than the injection back pressure, within a closed mold cavity, and 
injecting an in-mold coating material onto the surface of the formed themoplastic 
material after the surface temperature falls below its melt temperature, to coat a surface 
of the work-piece, then releasing the clamping pressure, opening the mold and 
removing the coated work-piece. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Angela Ortiz ^ 
Primary Examiner 
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APPLN.TYPE 
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ISSUE FEE 
$1300 


PUBLICATION FEE 
S300 


TOTAL FEE(S) DOE 
$1600 


DATE DUE 
09/ICV2003 


ttoi^iwvisional 


THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED «OW HA^^^^^ 

PETmON BV THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 A.ND MPEP 1308. 

ABANDONED, 

HOW TO REPLY TO TfflS NOTICE: 

L Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(.S) DUE shown 
above. 


B If the status is changed, pay the PUBLIC ATION FEE (if required) 
aiid twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above and notify the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office of the change m status, or 


If the SMALL EOTTTY is shown as NO: 
A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enclose 
tlie PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 


n PART R FFEfSi TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the Unhed States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
Jo^lfJuVFSV'uTS^fkE (if requirel Even if the fee(s) have ^l-ady b«n Paid Part^^^^^^^ be 
Completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should 
coiT?)leted and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

in. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

EMPORTANT REMLNDER: Utilitv patents Issuing on appUcatlons Bled on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of • 
itenance fees. It is patentee's responsibUity to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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Certificate of MailUnj or Transmission 
I hetxibv certify that diis Fcefs) Transmittal is 

United States Tostai Sen-ice wth siifRacnt ppsagc foi first clawi mail in an 
envelope addressed to die Box Issne Fee ,aJdre<K above, or bcuig facwmjie 
tnuismniecl to the USPTQ, on the date Uuhcatod below. 


rSigwtiire) 


(Date,) 


09/974 644 Umom Douglas S. McBain CT-5331 (GC-FS^Il') 
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I Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" 07 
d'R 1.363). 

a Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address fomx PTO/'SB/122) attached. 

□ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication fo™ , 
Fra^B/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number Is required. 


2. For printing on the patent front pa^ie^ list (1) 
the names of up U) 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively. (2) the name of a 
single firm (having as a member a registered 
atiomev or agent) and the names of up to 2 
registered patent auomeys or agents. If no name 
is listed, no name will be printed. 


3 ASSIGNEE N AMH AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRlNTfcD ON f HE PATIENT (print or t>pe) • ,u 


4b. Payment of Fee(s): 

□ A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

□ Pa>'ment by credit card. Form FrO-2038 is attached. 

Conuni3sionerfi>rPa,.-ntsUreques,ed,o apply theWV-ee and PubUcanonfee^ 


4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed; 

□ Issue Fee 

O Publication Fee 

□ Advance Order - # of Copies 


(Authorized Signanire) 


(Date) 


KrtTF- 1lie W Fee and Wbiicatjon hee (It' fequired) will not be. accepted trom anyone 
ShM die ^^^^ ^^^^^^ att^^U^agent; or the ^.^s;^^^ or odier party ,n 
SL^shown 6v die record! of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 


SEND 10: Commissioner for Patents. Alexandria, Virgmia 2231j-14d0. 
Under die Paperwork Reduction Act of W5 persons are reqmred to respond to a 

couStion of in^rmatio n unless it displays a valid 0M1> control nmiiber. 

TRANSMIT THIS FORM WITH FEE(S) 
rrOL-85 (RHV^05A3> Approvedforusedumigh04,«OMB0651.)033 U.S. Patent an.riradcmar. Omce; US. DEPARTMEr.! Of COMMERCE 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 201)0) 


The oatent term adiastment to date is 101 days. If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
maUingXr^t?^^^^^^ and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that ts 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the term adjustment will be 101 days. 

If a continued prosecution apphcation (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the fihng date that 
determines patent term adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed infomiation by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system, (http://pair.uspto.gov) 

Any questions regarding the patent tenn extension or adjusmient determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (703)305-1383. 
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Notice of Fee Increase on January 1, 2003 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after January 1, 2003, then the 
amount due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there will be an increase 
in fees effective on January 1, 2003. See Revision of Patent and Trademark Fees for Fiscal Year 2003; Final Rule, 67 Fed. 
Reg. 70847, 70849 (T^ovember 27, 2002). 

The current fee schedule is accessible from; http ://w w w.uspto. gov/main/howtofees.htm. 

If the issue fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) EKie," but not the correct amount 
in view of the fee increase, a "Notice to Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant. In order to avoid 
processing delays associated with mailing of a "Notice to Pay Balance of Issue Fee," if the respon.se to the Notice of 
Allowance and Fee(s) due form is to be filed on or after January \, 2003 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or 
after January K 2003), the issue fee paid should be the fee that is required at the time the fee is paid. If the issue fee was 
previously paid, and the response to the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a 
previously-paid issue fee to the issue fee now due, then the difference betv^^een the issue fee amount at the time the 
response is filed and the previously paid issue fee should be paid. See Manmil of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 
1308.01 (Eighth Edition, August 2001). 

Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center 
of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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